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SUBJECT: "LIBERALS" CALL FOR NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON HUMAN 
RIGHTS 

REF: TUNIS 2299, TUNIS 2378 

1 . TUNISIA'S "LIBERAL" OPPOSITION GROP HAS ISSUED A CALL 

FOR A "NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON PUBLIC LIBERTIES" TO ANALYZE 

THE GOT’S ALLEGED FAILURE TO RESPECT BASIC HUMAN FIGHTS. THIS CALL 

WAS INCLUDED IN "LIBERAL" TRACT, DATED APRIL 12, WHICH IS 

NO CIRCULATING IN TUNIS. IT HAS BEEN SIGNED BY 

168 PERSONS, WHO ARE LARGELY PROFESSIONALS BASED IN TUNIS 

BUT INCLUDE SEVEN FORMER GOT MINISTERS (AMONG THEM AHMED 

MESTIRI, BEJI CAID ESSEBSI AND HASSIB BEN AMMAR). THE 

"LIBERAL" TRACT ALLEGES THAT THE GOT HAS FAILED TO APPROVE 

ESTABLISHMENT OF TUNISIAN CHAPTER OF "LEAGUE FOR THE RIGHTS 

OF MAN," HAS RESUSED TO ALLOW PUBLICATION OF UNSPECIFIED 
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NEWSPAPTYDN HAS INCREASED ARBITRARY ARRESTS IN CASES 
INVOLVING EXPRESSION OF OPINION, HAS ABUSED ITS POWER TO 
HOLD PERSONS FOR INVESTIGATION, AND HAS ENDANGERED THE 
INDEPENDENCE OF THE JUDICIARY. 

2. THE TRACT NAMES A FIVE-MEMBER COMMITTEE (INCLUDING 
HASSIB BEN AMMAR, FORMER DEFENSE MINISTER; HABIB BOULARES, 
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FORMER CULTURE AND INFORMATION MINISTER, AND PRESENTLY A 
WRITER FOR JEUNE AFRIQUE, AND HAMMOUDA BEN SLAMA, A LEADER 
OF THE TUNISIAN PHYSICIANS' ASSOCIATION) THAT WILL TRY TO 
ORGANIZE LOCAL CONFERENCE ON HUMAN RIGHTS. MEMBERS OF THE 
COMMITTEE HAVE TOLD US THAT THEY DO NOT EXPECT THE GOT TO 
ALLOW THEM TO HOLD THE CONFERENCE AND THEY HAVE ALREADY BEGUN 
TO CONSIDER ALTERNATIVE MEANS OF EXPRESSING THEIR CONCERN OVER 
HUMAN RIGHTS QUESTION IN TUNISIA. AMONG THESE OPTIONS ARE, 

THEY TELL US, AN INFORMATION CAMPAIGN IN EUROPE AND THE 
UNITED STATES. THEY ALSO PLAN TO UNDERTAKE A CAMPAIGN IN 
CONJUNCTION WITH JEUNE AFRIQUE DIRECTOR BECHIR BEN Y AHMED 
FOR IMPROVED OBSERVANCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS THROUGHOUT AFRICA. 

3. AFTER HAVING BEEN TOLD BY GOT THAT THEY WOULD BE GIVEN 
APPROVAL FOR THEIR LEAGUE FOR THE RIGHTS OF MAN (SEE 
TUNIS 2378), "LIBERALS" NOW BELIEVE THAT GOVERNMENT IS 
BACKING OUT AND WILL NOT APPROVE LEAGUE. THEIR SOURCES 
IN GOT TELL THEM THAT TUG OF WAR IS GOING ON BETWEEN 
CONSERVATIVE AND LIBERALIZING ELEMENTS WITHIN THE KPSD 
POLITICAL BUREAU AND THAT THE CONSERVATIVES, LED BY 
PRIME MINISTER NOUIRA, DEFENSE MINISTER FARHAT AND PARTY 
DIRECTOR SAYAH, ARE WINNING OUT. 

4. "LIBERAL" CALL FOR A CONFERENCE ON HUMAN RIGTS WILL 
NOT PLEASE GOT. COMING AT A TIME WHEN GOT FEELS SERIOUSLY 
THREATENED BY LIBYAN LEADER QADHAFI AND WHILE BEN SALAHISTS 
ARE UNDER INVESTIGATION FOR ALLEGED SUBVERSION, "LIBERAL" 
INITIATIVE IS LIKELY TO BE SEEN AS CONSCIOUS EFFORT TO 
FURTHER EMBARRASS AND UNDERMINE REGIME. PUBLICATION OF 
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THIS PETITION IS CONSISTENT WITH "LIBERAL" STRATEGY OF 
KEEPING UP PRESSURE ON GOVERNMENT BY SERIES OF ACTIONS 
DESIGNED TO FORCE GOT INTO DIALOGUE WITH OPPOSITION 
FORCES. "LIBERALS" CLAIM THEY PLAN TO KEEP THESE ACTIONS 
WITHIN CONFINES OF FREEDOMS GUARANTEED BY CONSTITUTION AND 
TUNISIAN LAW, AND THAT THEY WANT TO AVOID GOING "UNDERGROUND" 
OR TAKING ACTIONS WHICH WOULD PREJUDICE THEIR CLAIM OF 
LEGALITY. THEIR APRIL 12 TRACT, HOWEVER, MAY BE POORLY 
RECEIVED BY GOT AND COULD PLACE IN JEOPARDY THEIR 
PRIVILEGED STATUS AS THE TAME, TOLERATED OPPOSITION. 

MULCAHY 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: HUMAN RIGHTS, OPPOSITION PARTIES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 14-Apr-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977TUNIS02590 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770130-1016 
Format: TEL 
From: TUNIS 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770455/aaaabvuo.tel 

Line Count: 108 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: e22223a5-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 TUNIS 2299, 77 TUNIS 2378 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 15-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2800802 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: V'LIBERALSV CALL FOR NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON HUMAN RIGHTS 
TAGS: PINT, SHUM, TS 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/e22223a5-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



